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C.    Costs, Benefits and Effectiveness
Program Scope

Since it was established 1n 1972, the Fund has supported over 1100 projects,
(selected from over 25,000 proposals). The Federal Government's portion of
this effort totaled less than $124 million over the 11 years, for projects
located in all States and most of the outlying areas.

In FY 1983, 202 grants were awarded, Including 75 new awards through the
Comprehensive Program, 102 second and third year grants to projects begun
through the Comprehensive Programs of 1981 and 1982, 13 Mina Shaughnessy
Scholars Awards, and 12 Final Year Dissemination grants.

Of these grants, 62 percent went to individual institutions of higher edu-
cation, while the remaining 38 percent of the awards were received by
consort!a of Institutions, State agencies, professional associations and
other forms of organizations involved in postsecondary education. (See
Table 1}

The one area in which the Fund's portfolio has narrowed somewhat over the
years is in the scope of topics. The extent of and reasons for this change
are Illustrated in Table 2: as the purchasing power of the Fund's budget
has fallen, successive Administrations since the mid-70s have chosen to
maintain the breadth and number of grants, trading off against grant size.
The result is fewer projects of the largest size involving topics such as
support of major Institutional realignments and major statewide efforts.

Table 1

FUND FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
PROGRAM DATA FY 1983

1983

Comprehensive Program

New awards                                                                                          75

Average award                                                                            64,267

Total                                                                                 $4,820,000

Non-competing contributions                                                      100

Average award                                                                         65,400

Total                                                                                 $6,540,000

Final Year Dissemination

Number of grants                                                                           12

Average award                                                                  $       8,333

Total                                                                                 $    100,000

Hina Shaughnessy

Number of grants                                                                               13

Average award                                                                     $     26,923

Total                                                                                          $    350,000

TOTAL                                                                                           $11,710,000

SOURCE;    E.I.te of original loan through completion of repayment
